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From IPPY-Gold-winning author Katie Rose Guest Pryal, a book that
tackles mental illness with a “refreshing and raw honesty.”

Life of the Mind
Interrupted
Essays on Mental Health and Disability
in Higher Education
Early in her career, Dr. Ka�e Pryal learned that being a professor isn’t
easy if your brain isn’t quite right.
“I was a junior in college when I finally realized that I was different in a
way that my medically inclined parents would call ‘clinical.’”
In these deeply personal, fiery essays, Pryal tells her story of
transforma�on that began the moment she chose to publicly disclose
her own mental illness and leave her career in higher educa�on to
begin figh�ng for a be�er world for people with psychiatric disabili�es.
The stories she tells are universal: the fear of s�gma, the fight for
accommoda�ons, and the raw reality of living with mental illness in a
world that pushes mental health to the margins.
People carelessly call each other “schizo” and “bipolar.” A colleague is
fired for “instability.” Pryal learned that, as a psychiatrically disabled
person working in higher educa�on, her very livelihood could be
stripped away by the groundless suspicions of others.
But the problem persists beyond academia.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

With candor and grace, these essays discuss the disclosure of
disabili�es, accommoda�ons and accessibility, how to be a good abled
friend to a disabled person, the trigger warnings debate, and more.
While harrowing at �mes, Pryal’s story is ul�mately one of hope.
With this memoir, she aims to make higher educa�on—and all of our
society—more humane.

“Pryal writes with a refreshing and raw
honesty.”

-Booktrib Magazine

“If you want to understand how higher
education is built, and not built, for
people with disabilities—especially
mental health–related ones—Pryal’s
book is for you.”
-Book Riot
“Katie Pryal is one of the foremost
writers of disability and higher
education we have today.”
-Catherine J. Prendergast, author of The
Gilded Edge: Two Audacious Women and
the Cyanide Love Triangle that Shook
America

Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.
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Read the IPPY-Gold-winning essay collection about sexual assault and
society that is “rich in vulnerability and candor.”

Even if You’re
Broken
Essays on Sexual Assault and #MeToo
**Winner of the GOLD Medal in the 2020 IPPY Book of the Year
Awards.**
Read the IPPY-Gold-winning essay collec�on about sexual assault
and society that is “rich in vulnerability and candor.”
How do we make a good life in a world where sexual violence always
lurks in the shadows?
Ka�e Rose Guest Pryal, rape survivor, law professor, and bestselling
author, takes on the rapidly changing legal and social landscape of
#MeToo and Title IX. Moving from the deeply personal to the socially
cri�cal, the essays in this collec�on are incisive dispatches from
survivor territory.
In these fiery essays, Pryal documents repor�ng her rape to a
university Title IX office, in grim, yet hilarious, detail. She turns her
law-trained eye to the Bill Cosby case and the musician Kesha’s
struggle to break free of her recording contract because of alleged
abuse by her producer. This book is for survivors, those who love
them, and those who want to make the world a be�er place for them.
These stories strip away shame. They burn off fear. They lay bare the
injus�ces survivors face and how we can fight them. Best of all, Pryal
shows how she has fought those injus�ces herself—and by showing
us, she inspires us to do the same.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

“Pryal’s book takes a significant place in the
discussion, demanding to be seen and heard,
giving a voice to survivors whose bravery is
often overlooked just because they are silent.”
–BookTrib Magazine

“Rich in vulnerability and candor, Pryal’s
evocative essays remind us that the survivor
journey is far from linear, and that there is
power and beauty in our imperfect journey.”
-Andrea Pino, co-author of We Believe
You: Survivors of Campus Sexual Assault
Speak Out

“Pryal deftly sews together a patchwork quilt
of stories, raw emotion, and insights that will
touch every reader.”
–Washington Post bestselling author
Kelly Harms
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Read the INDIE-award-winning book about how higher education has
changed—and learn how you can change with it.

The Freelance
Academic
Transform Your Creative Life and
Career
**Winner of the GOLD Medal in the 2019 Foreword INDIES Book of
the Year Awards.**
Read the INDIE-award-winning book about how higher educa�on has
changed—and learn how you can change with it.
When Ka�e Pryal started her career in higher educa�on, she did
everything right—she thought. With a law degree, a doctorate, and a
federal clerkship, how could her career go off track? But this is higher
ed in the new millennium. “Off track” is the new normal. So, slowly,
she made her own career, one she dubbed “the freelance academic”
in a long-running column in The Chronicle of Higher Educa�on of the
same name.
Five years a�er leaving academia, Pryal has created a living for herself.
In The Freelance Academic, she tells her story and provides accurate
(and some�mes blistering) cri�que of how higher ed has pushed its
workforce to the margins. Best of all, she gives plain, prac�cal advice
for how to make the career you want, one that uses your strengths,
and your crea�vity, to thrive.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

“Ultimately, Pryal’s becomes both a
cautionary tale and a beacon of hope for
frustrated academics in similar positions.
The Freelance Academic traces a path
out of traditional academia with grace
and humor.”
–Foreword Reviews
“A roadmap that’s as practical as it is
hopeful.”
–Booktrib Magazine

“An indictment of how the academy
squanders talent by embracing the gig
economy through contingent labor and
the devaluation of teaching. A new,
necessary book.”
-Catherine J. Prendergast, author of The
Gilded Edge: Two Audacious Women and the
Cyanide Love Triangle that Shook America
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Winner of the GOLD Medal in the 2018 Foreword INDIES
Book of the Year Awards: Why aren’t more women at the top
of the ivory tower?

Sexism Ed

Essays on Gender and Labor in Academia
**Winner of the GOLD Medal in the 2018 Foreword INDIES Book of
the Year Awards.**
Read the INDIE-Gold-winning book that answers the perennial
ques�on: Why aren’t more women at the top of the ivory tower?
The academy claims to be a meritocracy, in which the best and
brightest graduate students gain employment as professors. Dr. Kelly J.
Baker assumed that merit ma�ered more than gender. But the higher
up she looked in the academic hierarchy, the fewer women there
were.
In this book, Baker documents how very common sexism—paired with
labor exploita�on—is in higher ed. Pulling very few punches, Baker
writes about gender inequity, precarious labor, misogyny, and
structural oppression. She examines not only the sexism inherent in
hiring prac�ces, promo�on, and leave policies, but also ques�ons the
cultural assump�ons about who can and should be a professor.
Baker shows the consequences of sexism and patriarchy in her own
life: ha�ng the sound of her voice, fake allies, the cultural boundaries
of motherhood, and the perils of being visible. It’s exhaus�ng to be a
woman, but Baker never gives up hope that we can change higher
ed—and the world—if only we con�nue to try.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kelly J. Baker, J.D., Ph.D., is
an award-winning author of
multiple books, magazine
editor, and former university
professor of religious studies.
Her platform extends to
regular contributions to such
publications as The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and
The Atlantic.

“In a stirring suite of essays, Kelly
Baker reveals that, contrary to its “ivory
tower” characterization, the university is
no retreat from the world’s injustices.”
–Miya Tokumitsu, Ph.D., author of Do
What You Love: And Other Lies About
Success & Happiness

“A meticulously sourced and thorough
look into the myriad ways that misogyny
is built into the very bones of the
academy.”
–Jessica W. Luther, author of
Unsportsmanlike Conduct: College
Football and the Politics of Rape.

“An absolute must-read.”
–Marc Bousquet, Associate Professor
of Film & Media Studies at Emory
University and author of How The
University Works: Higher Education
and the Low-Wage Nation

SPECIFICATIONS

•
•
•
•
•

238 pages
5.25 x 8 inches, Softcover
April 2018
978-1-947834-22-4
$17.99

Publisher: Blue Crow Books
Rights sold: All translation rights
available, Film & TV rights available; audio
rights available
Rights contact: Katie Pryal
(contact@bluecrowpublishing.com)

nonfiction

Winner of the 2021 Florida Authors and Publishers Association
Award in Nonfiction/Politics: How the U.S. fascination with
zombie apocalypses has shaped American culture—and our
very humanity.

The Zombies are
Coming
The Realities of the Zombie Apocalypse
in American Culture
Look anywhere in America these days, and you’ll find the living dead:
they’ve invaded TV shows, films, comics, novels, and video games.
These monsters dominate pop culture in ways that ��llate and terrify
us, but to some people, zombies aren’t just fic�on.
And zombies are just the beginning: America’s real obsession lies in
the zombie apocalypse. Our culture loves to imagine the world at its
end, and some Americans do more than imagine: they actually hope
that the zombie apocalypse will occur—and they’re preparing for it.
Just look at the rise of doomsday preppers, the ever-growing
fascina�on with guns and personal arsenals, and the military’s use of
zombies in training exercises. Today, the line between zombie fantasy
and reality is more blurred than you might think. When what is
supposed to be horror fic�on can quickly become horror fact, the
consequences are more destruc�ve than our greatest imaginings.
How do we know the zombies are coming? Because they’re already
here.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kelly J. Baker, J.D., Ph.D., is
an award-winning author of
multiple books, magazine
editor, and former university
professor of religious studies.
Her platform extends to
regular contributions to such
publications as The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and
The Atlantic.

“A perfect guide through the
unrelenting, decaying, hordes of our
contemporary zombie apocalypse.”
-Sean McCloud, author of American
Possessions: Fighting Demons in the
Contemporary United States

“Reveals the deep ambivalence about
modern culture the zombie apocalypse
obsession suggests.”
-W. Scott Poole, award-winning
author of Monsters in America: Our
Historical Obsession with the Hideous
and the Haunting.
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From INDIE-Gold-award-winning author Kelly J. Baker
comes a breathtaking memoir about building a new life upon
broken dreams.

Grace Period
A Memoir in Pieces
From INDIE-Gold-award-winning author Kelly J. Baker comes a
breathtaking memoir about building a new life upon broken dreams.
When Kelly J. Baker finished her Ph.D. in religion, she imagined that
she would end up in the tenure-track job for which she trained. She
had done everything right: wri�en a provoca�ve and well-researched
book, given presenta�ons at na�onal conferences, published ar�cles,
and created and taught a number of popular classes.
Doing everything right, however, doesn’t guarantee anything if the
career you trained for is no longer sustainable. The economic
depression in 2008 gu�ed the job market for tenure-track jobs in the
humani�es, so she couldn’t find her dream job. Instead, she worked
for years as an underpaid non-tenure-track instructor. But a�er five
years of job rejec�ons and a new baby on the way, she took a year off
to figure out if the career she trained for was actually the life she
wanted: a grace period.
Baker documents her transi�on out of academia and the emo�onal
turmoil of rebuilding a life beyond what she had dreamed of. Baker
resists telling an easy story about her exit from the academy into a
post-academic career; she does not smooth over the hard reality of
transi�ons. She describes the importance of pa�ence and the
realiza�on that the lives we imagine for ourselves are tenuous at best
and o�en are impossible to achieve. In the end, she lets go of the
dream, building a life with her family and a new career. Along the way,
she provides a ray of hope for all who desire a new path in life.

“As much as Grace Period is a
memoir…it is a book about dreams:
what they give us, what they take from
us, how they break us, and how they
re-make us.”
-The Tallahassee Democrat
“In a series of vivid and beautiful
essays, Baker uses her changing
relationship to academia to reflect on
‘grace periods,’ those moments (or
strings of moments) when you leave one
possible future behind without quite
knowing what’s next.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kelly J. Baker, J.D., Ph.D., is
an award-winning author of
multiple books, magazine
editor, and former university
professor of religious studies.
Her platform extends to
regular contributions to such
publications as The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and
The Atlantic.
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From INDIE-Gold-winning author Kelly J. Baker comes a
“haunting, mesmerizing” memoir-in-essays about survival,
hope, and the strength we find within ourselves to
survive in a ruthless world.

Final Girl
And Other Essays on Grief, Trauma,
and Mental Illness
When Kelly J. Baker was two years old, her mother fled Baker’s abusive
father. But then a custody arrangement le� Baker behind for much of
her childhood, the new target of his violence. Out of this trauma�c
childhood Baker patched together a new life. From the trailer park to
college and on to a doctoral program, she succeeded against all odds.
But the pain of her childhood trauma didn’t abate—it only burrowed
deeper.
These stark, haun�ng essays are not about brokenness, but rather
about the slow realiza�on by the author of what she survived and how
she grew stronger from a place of vulnerability. Final Girl reckons with
what it means to be sha�ered by those you love and trust and what it
takes to pick up the pieces and forge ahead. Baker tackles family
trauma, parental abuse, grief, and her own mental illness with striking
honesty and grace. By facing the moments she would rather forget,
she shows us how survival is just the beginning: we mend ourselves
and surround ourselves with love—and then we rise.
If you enjoyed Tara Westover’s Educated and Jeanne�e Walls’s The
Glass Castle, you will love Final Girl.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kelly J. Baker, J.D., Ph.D., is
an award-winning author of
multiple books, magazine
editor, and former university
professor of religious studies.
Her platform extends to
regular contributions to such
publications as The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and
The Atlantic.

“A searing and intense reckoning with
anger, family trauma, and loss.”
-Kecia Ali, author of Human in Death

“Baker gives us invaluable new ways to
talk about what it means to live with a
mental health diagnosis.”
-Kaya Oakes, author of The Nones Are
Alright and Radical Reinvention

“A haunting, mesmerizing book.”
-Katie Rose Guest Pryal, IPPY-Goldwinning author of Life of the Mind
Interrupted and Even If You’re Broken
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A dazzling novel about the way family can shape us—or tear
us apart—and how revealing our vulnerability can set us free.

Trouble Will Follow
A Bayou Sabine Novel
Some�mes the deepest wounds come from the ones who love us
most.
In her lab, Kate McDonnell’s world is stable and predictable, just the
way she likes it–and life outside her lab is anything but. Kate just wants
a life where she’s in control, but in one weekend her world explodes
into a chaos she’d never imagined.
When irresis�ble Andre Dufresne shows up on her porch to whisk her
away for a roman�c weekend, she’s thrilled to have a second chance
with him–but a family crisis forces her to go back to the town she’s
avoided for so long and the horrible secrets she buried there. At
eighteen, Kate made a terrible mistake that she’s never forgiven
herself for–one that sha�ered her completely. She never wanted
Andre to see this part of her life, but she knows that if she pushes him
away again she’ll lose him for good.
Desperate to mend her broken family and save her rela�onship with
Andre, Kate returns to her hometown, where she finds her family in
pieces. Her mother is ill, her father is in denial, and her brothers are
clueless. With Andre by her side, Kate takes charge, but not everyone
is happy to have her home and calling the shots. The longer she stays,
the faster her past will catch up with her–and when one bi�er family
member reveals her darkest secret to everyone, she’s plunged into a
nightmare that might well destroy her–unless she can learn to forgive.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Book #5 in the Bayou Sabine Series.

“As touching as it is tempting,
TROUBLE WILL FOLLOW will sweep
you away with page-turning romance.
No one else combines Southern sass
and soul-deep emotion like Lauren
Faulkenberry.”
-Kelly Harms, WSJ and Amazon bestselling
author of The Overdue Life of Amy Byler

“A richly told story—visual, emotional,
and beautifully written. Engaging
characters, a suspenseful plot and a
gorgeous guy with a southern drawl—
can you really ask for more?”
–Amy Willoughby-Burle, author of
The Lemonade Year

Lauren Faulkenberry is an
award-winning author of
romance and women’s fiction.
A former National Park
Ranger, she earned her M.F.A.
in Fiction Writing from Georgia
College & State University. She
writes about adventurous
women who save themselves.
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Louisiana gets a whole lot hotter in this spellbinding story of
secrets, betrayal, and seduction.

Trouble in Bayou
Sabine
Book 1 in the Bayou Sabine Series
Louisiana gets a whole lot ho�er in this spellbinding story of secrets,
betrayal, and seduc�on.
When Enza Parker inherits her estranged grandmother's house, it
dredges up a haun�ng mystery—and puts her in the path of the most
alluring man she's ever met.
For Enza, Bayou Sabine means pain and heartache: a mother who le�
her and a father whose lies have caught up with him. Her only
fondness for the bayou comes from the summers she spent there with
her grandmother, Vergie. Now that Vergie’s gone, Enza wants to flip
the house and put her past to rest—but this small town is full of big
secrets—and it has one more surprise for her.
When Enza finds her grandmother’s house occupied by sexy firefighter
Jack Mayronne, she wants to kick him out. But Jack turns on the charm
and convinces her to let him stay in exchange for helping her flip the
house. Sparks fly as they share the same roof, and as their fling
intensifies, Enza learns that Jack has dangerous secrets of his own.
When the truth about her mother’s disappearance begins to surface,
Enza must decide: how much is she willing to sacrifice to start over—
and can she trust Jack with her heart?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lauren Faulkenberry is an
award-winning author of
romance and women’s fiction.
A former National Park
Ranger, she earned her M.F.A.
in Fiction Writing from Georgia
College & State University. She
writes about adventurous
women who save themselves.

“Faulkenberry creates a world of magic,
suspense, and desire. An engrossing
romance with just the right amount of
heat!”

-Julie C. Gardner, author of The
Apple Valley Series

“I loved this book. It has so many
different dimensions that you will
literally be glued to the pages. PICK UP
THIS BOOK. It’s a MUST READ.”
–Pretty Little Book Reviews

“From the moment Jack spoke in that
French/Creole drawl he and
Faulkenberry had me hook, line and
sinker. I was a goner, and I didn’t
surface until the novel’s end. I may be
in love.”
–Page One Books

SPECIFICATIONS

•
•
•
•
•

294 pages
5.25 x 8 inches, Softcover
October 2019 (3rd ed.)
978-1-947834-40-8
$15.99

Publisher: Blue Crow Books
Rights sold: All translation rights
available, Film & TV rights available; audio
rights available
Rights contact: Katie Pryal
(contact@bluecrowpublishing.com)

fiction

Bayou Sabine is a town full of secrets: could a handsome
stranger help her free herself from a troubling past?

Back to Bayou
Sabine
Book 2 in the Bayou Sabine Series
A�er her mother’s disappearance and her grandmother’s death,
thirty-year-old Enza Parker returns to the town where she spent her
childhood summers in the hopes of closing the door on her troubling
past.
While there, she meets a handsome stranger who only adds to the
mystery and makes her ques�on why she made herself stay away from
the li�le town that gave her the sense of freedom she longs for as an
adult. A spark of a�rac�on makes her wonder: was this the place she
was meant to be?
With her best friend Kate in tow, Enza searches for answers that the
town isn’t ready to reveal. She must decide if she can dig deep enough
to unearth the truth about her family, or if it will remain one of the
bayou’s darkest mysteries.
Originally wri�en as a prequel to Trouble in Bayou Sabine. See what
made Enza go back to Bayou Sabine—and how the sweeping love
story first began.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lauren Faulkenberry is an
award-winning author of
romance and women’s fiction.
A former National Park
Ranger, she earned her M.F.A.
in Fiction Writing from Georgia
College & State University. She
writes about adventurous
women who save themselves.

“Beautifully descriptive and engaging.
A delightful story about learning to let
go of who you think you need to be and
take a risk on happiness.”
–Orly Konig, author of THE DISTANCE
HOME and founding president of the
Women’s Fiction Writers Association.

“Faulkenberry is a gifted storyteller with
the ability to capture the most human
side of relationships.”
–Tina Ann Forkner, award-winning
author of THE REAL THING and
WAKING UP JOY
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Return to the sultry bayou with award-winning author
Lauren Faulkenberry in this addictive story of romance,
friendship, and confronting your deepest fears.

Bayou Whispers
Book 3 in the Bayou Sabine Series
A small town has buried her family’s darkest secret. How far will she
go to dig it up?
Years a�er her mother’s haun�ng disappearance, Enza has finally
moved on—she knows that some secrets will never be revealed. With
a new family, a blossoming career, and her new love Jack, she seems
to have it all. She should be happy, but if her past has taught her
anything, it’s that this kind of happiness means disaster is right around
the corner.
One explosive holiday dinner turns her world upside down, and forces
Enza to decide where her loyal�es lie. One guest puts someone Enza
loves in danger, and forces her to hide it from Jack. Another shares a
tantalizing secret about Enza's mother that sends her deeper into the
mystery, desperate to find the truth. Now she'll risk everything she's
built to learn what really happened to her mother—but will it be
enough to set her free?
With a friend in danger, and her rela�onship with Jack hanging in the
balance, she must decide: how much will she sacrifice to put her
demons behind her—for good?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lauren Faulkenberry is an
award-winning author of
romance and women’s fiction.
A former National Park
Ranger, she earned her M.F.A.
in Fiction Writing from Georgia
College & State University. She
writes about adventurous
women who save themselves.

“No cliché love story here! I wasn’t ever
able to guess what was going to happen
next and I loved that. I would highly
recommend this novel to any readers
who enjoy fiction novels that include a
splash of mystery and love.”
–The Blonde Bookworm

“BAYOU WHISPERS is a rich and
emotional story that will draw readers
into the heat of the bayou and leave
them wanting more.”
–Tina Ann Forkner, award-winning
author of THE REAL THING and
WAKING UP JOY
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A sparkling small town romance that reminds us how love
can sneak up on you when you least expect it.

Just the Trouble I
Needed
Book 4 in the Bayou Sabine Series
Some�mes a li�le trouble—and a lot of Louisiana heat—can help
you find your way…
This standalone novella from Amazon best-selling author Lauren
Faulkenberry is a small town romance that reminds us how love can
sneak up on you when you least expect it.
Kate McDonnell wants to escape her hec�c city life. A week-long
getaway to her friend’s quiet small-town home should be just what
she needs to recharge—but when sexy sheriff Andre Dufresne stops
by, her vaca�on takes a turn she didn’t expect.
Kate’s not looking for love—she just broke her engagement with her
scoundrel fiancé, and Bayou Sabine is only a temporary refuge. But
when Andre turns on the charm, she wonders: would a light-hearted
fling really be so bad?
Andre is smi�en, and will do anything to win Kate over. He’s never met
a woman quite like her, and he’s not about to let her slip away. But the
clock is �cking for Kate, and as she gets closer to Andre, she makes a
mistake that could ruin everything. Can she slow down long enough to
listen to her heart, or will her fear of being hurt again ruin any chance
they have at love?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lauren Faulkenberry is an
award-winning author of
romance and women’s fiction.
A former National Park
Ranger, she earned her M.F.A.
in Fiction Writing from Georgia
College & State University. She
writes about adventurous
women who save themselves.

“Beautifully descriptive and engaging.
A delightful story about learning to let
go of who you think you need to be and
take a risk on happiness.”
–Orly Konig, author of The Distance
Home and founding president of the
Women’s Fiction Writers Association.

“Faulkenberry creates a world of magic,
suspense, and desire. An engrossing
romance with just the right amount of
heat!”

-Julie C. Gardner, author of The
Apple Valley Series
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WINNER of the 2021 North Carolina Indie Author Award in YA Fiction,
FINALIST for the 2020 Foreword INDIE Award in YA Fiction, SHORTLISTED
for the The Manly Wade Wellman Award for Science Fiction and Fantasy

Sword of the Seven Sins
A Seven Sins Novel
From New York Times-bestselling author Emily Colin comes a story of
one young woman’s ba�le for freedom in a future world where love is
the ul�mate sin.
Eva Marteinn never wanted to be a killer.
Raised in the Commonwealth, where ci�zens live and die by the code of
the Seven Sins, Eva is sickened by the barbaric punishments the High
Priests inflict. To her, the Bellators of Light, the Commonwealth’s
enforcers, are conscienceless killers. When she’s Chosen as the first
female bellator, Eva is devastated. But she’s inordinately gi�ed at the
very role she abhors…no thanks to her mentor, Ari Westergaard, who
either ignores her or challenges her to impossible tests.
Ari’s indifference conceals a dangerous secret: He’s loved Eva since they
were children. When Eva falls for Ari too, she knows they should do
anything to avoid each other. Love is forbidden. Lust is a death
sentence. But as mentor and appren�ce, they’re bound by the blood
oath they swore the day of Eva’s Choosing.
Balanced on a razor’s edge of desire and betrayal, the two uncover a
secret that could overturn the Commonwealth itself. Now Eva must
make an impossible choice: Turn her back on Ari, and remain loyal to
the only home she’s ever known—or risk everything on the slim hope
of freedom, and stake her life on the boy she’s come to love.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Emily Colin's debut novel, THE
MEMORY THIEF, was a New
York Times bestseller and a
Target Emerging Authors Pick.
Her SEVEN SINS series has
won several awards and been
nominated for many more. She
lives in Wilmington, North
Carolina.

“A romantic dystopian with a
fantastic—and unexpected—twist ...
SEVEN SINS is powerful, sexy, hopeful,
and unsettling.”
–Heidi Ayarbe, award-winning author of
Freeze Frame

SPECIFICATIONS

“A rollicking ride through forbidden
love and deadly adventure ... I haven’t
ached for love like this to conquer all
since Tris and Four.”
–Leigh Statham, Author of the
Daughter Trilogy

“A beautifully crafted story with so
many intense moments I couldn’t stop
reading. This is the best book I’ve read
in a long time.”
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FINALIST for the 2020 Foreword INDIE Award in YA Fiction.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Sword of the Seven Sins
comes the sequel with “heart-stopping action, breathtaking characters,
high stakes, and a thrilling story.”

Siege of the Seven Sins
A Seven Sins Novel
What do you do when the victory you’ve been figh�ng for is
doomed to break your heart?
Rogue bellators Eva Marteinn and Ari Westergaard have escaped the
restric�ve world of the Commonwealth, and they would like nothing
more than to leave it behind forever. But Eva is the formidable
weapon the Commonwealth wants—and they’ll stop at nothing to
get her back.
For years, Ari has seen Eva as his tempta�on and his secret, his virtue
and his sin. Now that they’re finally free, he wants what he’s been
craving—to start a new life...with her.
But Eva is keeping a devasta�ng secret of her own: the very victory
against the Commonwealth the two of them have been figh�ng for is
doomed to break their hearts. She faces an impossible decision—to
be the face of the revolu�on she’s dedicated her life to and abandon
the boy she loves…or to sacrifice everything she’s fought for to stand
by his side.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

“This is easily one of the best books
I've ever read. SIEGE has it all—heartstopping action, breathtaking
characters, high stakes, and a thrilling
story, all wrapped up in beautiful
prose.”
–Madeline Dyer, SIBA-Award-winning

Emily Colin's debut novel,
THE MEMORY THIEF, was a
New York Times bestseller and
a Target Emerging Authors
Pick. Her SEVEN SINS series
has won several awards and
been nominated for many
more. She lives in Wilmington,
North Carolina.

author of the Untamed Series
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“A rollicking ride through forbidden
love and deadly adventure ... I haven’t
ached for love like this to conquer all
since Tris and Four.”
–Leigh Statham, Author of the
Daughter Trilogy

“A beautifully crafted story with so
many intense moments I couldn’t stop
reading. This is the best book I’ve read
in a long time.”
–YA Books Central
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Other titles in the award-winning SEVEN SINS series—
including the heart-stopping finale coming in 2022!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Emily Colin's debut novel,
THE MEMORY THIEF, was a
New York Times bestseller and
a Target Emerging Authors
Pick. Her SEVEN SINS series
has won several awards and
been nominated for many
more. She lives in Wilmington,
North Carolina.
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A sparkling young adult novel about friendship and first
loves—and how the line between right and wrong is
sometimes hard to see.

One Week of You
A One Week Novel
For Lizzy Winston, one week will change everything.
Fi�een-year-old Lizzy Winston has always been a good kid—and she
sees the good in most everyone else, too. When she meets the
charisma�c Andy Masters, she starts crushing hard. He distracts her
from other parts of her life that she’s trying to hold together. Her
grades are slipping, she causes her mom to miss a new job
opportunity, and her friends’ ac�ons are making her ques�on what’s
right.
Andy seems like a great guy. He’s funny and charming, the Clown
Prince of Lakeside High. He loves digging up news stories for the high
school TV sta�on, but he’s got some secrets of his own. As he and Lizzy
get closer, she grows skep�cal of his mo�ves. When she does her own
digging on Andy, she learns that everyone has secrets—no ma�er how
good they seem.
Someone’s pulling pranks at Lakeside, and Lizzy thinks she knows who
it is. When the pranks escalate and put students in danger, she must
decide where her loyalty lies. She doesn’t want to get a friend in
trouble, but if she keeps quiet, someone will get hurt. In one week,
she learns that adulthood brings new, complicated responsibili�es. Is
she ready to do the right thing if it means losing her friends?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lisa Williams Kline is the
author of ten novels for young
people. She earned her M.F.A.
in Creative Writing from
Queens University and is a
winner of the Press 53 Short
Story Contest and an honorable
mention in the Glimmer Train
Winter Fiction Open.

“Achingly true to new love in all its
confusion and comedy, and even its
moral complexity.”
-Claudia Mills, author of Zero Tolerance

“Kline has adroitly combined all the
ingredients of a heartfelt coming of age
story with an enticing mystery—and
there’s plenty of humor and poignant
life lessons baked right in.”
-John J. Bonk, author of the Dustin
Grubbs books

“Kline has a gift for writing complex
characters and creating stories with a
beating heart.“
-Emily Smith Pearce, author of Isabel and
the Miracle Baby and Slowpoke
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Old friendships are put to the test as new ones bloom in this
sweet novella that reminds us of how much one heart can
grow in only a week.

One Week of the
Heart
A One Week Novella
Lizzy has an unforge�able week during the summer before her
freshman year of high school in this lighthearted prequel to Lisa
Williams Kline’s One Week of You.
For fi�een-year-old Lizzy Winston, summer is the �me to do what she
loves most: hang with the people who know her best. But this year,
summer science camp with her best friend Kelly turns out to bring
more drama than she bargained for.
Kelly and Lizzy made a pact years before: they will never act like fools
because of boys. But this summer, Lizzy has her first crush and learns
that your brain can’t always control your heart.
Old friendships are put to the test as new ones bloom in this sweet
novella that reminds us of how much one heart can grow in only a
week.

PRAISE FOR THE ONE WEEK SERIES
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lisa Williams Kline is the
author of ten novels for young
people. She earned her M.F.A.
in Creative Writing from
Queens University and is a
winner of the Press 53 Short
Story Contest and an honorable
mention in the Glimmer Train
Winter Fiction Open.

“Achingly true to new love in all its
confusion and comedy, and even its
moral complexity.”
-Claudia Mills, author of Zero Tolerance

“Kline has adroitly combined all the
ingredients of a heartfelt coming of age
story with an enticing mystery—and
there’s plenty of humor and poignant
life lessons baked right in.”
-John J. Bonk, author of the Dustin
Grubbs books

“Kline has a gift for writing complex
characters and creating stories with a
beating heart.“
-Emily Smith Pearce, author of Isabel and
the Miracle Baby and Slowpoke
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No one is ever quite what they seem: From a group of awardwinning and best-selling authors comes a collection rooted in
the allure of a secret.

Wicked South:
Secrets and Lies
A Story Anthology for Young Adults
For good or ill—on the page or in life—few things are more alluring
than the siren song of a secret.
At the heart of each story in this genre-crossing collec�on lies a secret.
A boy who is not a boy at all, a neighbor with a mysterious iden�ty, a
tortured student with a list that isn’t what it seems, a girl who
abandoned the person she used to be at the bo�om of a river.
Conflict and possibility are embedded in a secret’s very
nature…betrayal and conspiracy are encoded in its DNA. Secrets can
transform. They can alienate, anger, or inspire.
One thing is for sure: They make a great story.
WICKED SOUTH: SECRETS AND LIES is an anthology featuring young
adult stories by authors from North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia. Contributors are New York Times Bestselling author Emily
Colin, Elizabeth DeVido, award-winning author Lauren Faulkenberry,
Amy Hya� Fonseca, Lauren Fulcher, award-winning author Robin Kirk,
John Klekamp, Karissa Laurel, and Ka�e Rose Guest Pryal.

ABOUT THE EDITORS
Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D., Ph.D., is
an award-winning author, keynote
speaker, and professor of law and
creative writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books shine
light on difficult subjects with grace
and humor.

“A collection blazing with seduction,
trickery, conflict, and grief, WICKED
SOUTH is a saga of bitter deceits and
breathtaking victories.”

Emily Colin is author of the New York
Times bestselling novel The Memory
Thief. She is winner of multiple
awards, including the North Carolina
Author’s Project Award for Young
Adult Fiction.

-Heather Ezell, author of
Nothing Left to Burn

“A captivating collection of unique and
eclectic stories—poignant, twisted,
adventurous, and everything in between.
Tales of love, obsession, magic, and
more, all with a secret simmering
beneath.”
-Mary Fan, award-winning author of
the Starswept Series

“A juicy, engrossing, and always
surprising read for anyone who loves
that deliciously wicked feeling of being
in on a secret no one else knows.”
-Kelly Harms, Washington Post bestselling
author of The Overdue Life of Amy Byler

SPECIFICATIONS

•
•
•
•
•

252 pages
5.25 x 8 inches, Softcover
August 2020
978-1-947834-28-6
$15.99

Publisher: Blue Crow Books
Rights sold: All translation rights
available, Film & TV rights available; audio
rights available
Rights contact: Lauren Faulkenberry
(contact@bluecrowpublishing.com)

fiction

From the IPPY-Gold-winning author of Fallout Girl comes the
final novel of the Hollywood Lights series, about family,
forgiveness, and finally finding love.

Take Your Charming
Somewhere Else
Book 6 in the Hollywood Lights Series
How do you find love when your biggest secret is an unforgivable
sin?
Charlie George, Los Angeles a�orney, seems to have a perfect life. A
sky-high apartment. A drool-worth sports car. A fast-track to partner in
a pres�gious firm. And a face that would make angels weep. But his
drive for perfec�on is no accident: he carries a secret so ugly that he
can never forgive himself. The best he can do is cra� the perfect career
to carry on his family legacy. He can never let anyone close—his awful
past would drive them away.
Tory Murphy has seen it all—at least three or four �mes. As an
emergency medicine doctor, she’s patched up more bullet wounds
than she can count. She can diagnose a pa�ent—or anyone—at
twenty paces. But Charlie George s�ll manages to keep his secrets
from her, even a�er three years of friendship. And although she
senses the heat between them, he’s always held her at arm’s length.
When a terrible homicide case lands on Charlie’s desk, it sets off a
bomb that leaves him reeling. His façade shredded, Charlie loses the
perfect life he’s built. The only good thing le� in his life is Tory—and
his undeniable love for her. But is love enough to pull Charlie back
from the brink of self-destruc�on?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The Hollywood Lights Series of standalone, roman�c women’s fic�on
is full of suspense, family drama, deep friendship �es, and happily
ever a�ers. With this novel, the series is now complete.

“A gut-wrenching journey through
darkness to redemption, one that proves
that love, and family, can conquer
anything. This is her best yet. Do not
miss this emotional tour-de-force—or
anything Pryal writes.”
–Washington Post bestselling
author Kelly Harms

“Through heartfelt writing and
compelling characters that we quickly
come to care about, Pryal draws her
readers in and sweeps them deftly
toward the surprising conclusion.”

Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.
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One deadly night will change two friends forever in this
dazzling story of love and betrayal.

Entanglement
Book 1 in the Hollywood Lights Series
From IPPY-Gold-winning author Ka�e Rose Guest Pryal comes the #1
Amazon bestseller full of romance and suspense, Hollywood style.
One deadly night will change two friends forever in this dazzling story
of love and betrayal.
For Greta Donovan, happiness was always out of reach. Everyone
betrayed her. No one could be trusted.
Desperate to leave her painful past behind, she flees to Los Angeles
and moves in with her best friend, Daphne, an ambi�ous Hollywood
up-and-comer, and befriends an aging movie star who’s like the father
she never had.
Soon, Greta has it all: a blossoming career, friends she can trust, and a
new love who wants to give her the world. She can’t imagine her life
being any be�er. But in Hollywood, nothing is truly as it seems.
In one tragic night, Greta may lose it all. Daphne makes an outrageous
decision that puts Greta in the path of a dangerous man who’s bent on
revenge. With the a�acker on the loose, Greta’s world spins out of
control—and her future hinges on one secret she doesn’t want to tell.
Her friends rally to save her—but will they be too late?
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

“Equal parts heartbreaking and
heartening, ENTANGLEMENT shines
a light on the interior lives of two flawed
and fascinating women.”
-Camille Pagán, bestselling
author of Life and Other NearDeath Experiences

“ENTANGLEMENT is a beautiful
example of the frailty of human
relationships, and of their resilience.”
–BookTrib Magazine
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From the IPPY-Gold-winning author of Entanglement comes
a fast-paced story of deception, the power of friendship, and
the first blossoming of love.

Love and Entropy
Book 2 in the Hollywood Lights Series
A tension-filled weekend at a lake house will change the lives of two
unlikely friends forever.
One hot, North Carolina summer, Daphne Saito and her boyfriend
Su�on encounter awkward physics geek Greta Donovan, a fellow
college student at elite Cameron University. But while Daphne sees
Greta as someone worth befriending, Su�on’s mo�ves are far from
pure.
A roman�c spark and a cruel joke send Greta and Daphne’s new
friendship into a tailspin over a weekend vaca�on. Will the trio’s lives
in end tragedy? Or redemp�on?
A retelling of My Fair Lady that is filled with unexpected heroism, Love
and Entropy reveals what can happen when we let our vision of what
others should be cloud our vision of who they are.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

“Poignant and thoroughly entertaining,
LOVE AND ENTROPY is a novella
you won’t be able to walk away
from…and you’ll think about long after
the last page. Fantastic read!”

Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

–Kristy Woodson Harvey, New York
Times-bestselling author of the
Peachtree Bluff Series

“Utterly captivating … an intriguing
novella of newfound friendship and
youth. Pryal writes with a rare
understanding about the complexity of
new adulthood and what it means to be
a true friend.”
-Tina Ann Forkner, award-winning
author of Waking Up Joy
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From the IPPY-Gold-winning author of Entanglement comes
a novel of friendship, tragedy, and one woman’s journey to
self-forgiveness and love.

Chasing Chaos
Book 3 in the Hollywood Lights Series
Underneath the gli�er of Hollywood, nothing is truly as it seems.
Daphne Saito is a talented screenwriter with a seemingly perfect life—
a life so fragile it might crumble at any moment.
For Daphne, love always brings disaster. She’s worked hard to bury her
troubled past, but now that her best friend is ge�ng married, her
world is upended as her past mistakes catch up with her—and
threaten the people she loves most.
While planning her friend’s wedding, she meets Marlon—he’s surly on
the the outside, and maybe just as damaged as Daphne. But he makes
her feel something she hasn’t felt in years—hope. She dares to get
close to him, but a tragic turn leaves her with an impossible choice.
The night of the wedding brings a perfect storm of chaos: A dangerous
ex-boyfriend is bent on revenge. A woman from Daphne’s past blows
into town with a vende�a of her own. Someone Daphne loves gets
caught in the middle, a friend she’ll do anything to protect—even if it
means commi�ng a horrible act that she can never take back.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

“As glamorous and mercurial as
Hollywood itself, CHASING CHAOS is
a novel that glitters.”

Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

–New York Times bestselling author
Eileen Goudge, author of the Carson
Springs novels
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“Do not miss anything Pryal writes.”
–Washington Post bestselling
author Kelly Harms

“Pryal deftly portrays relationships that
are under the magnifying glass,
obsessive and dysfunctional, while still
capturing the complexity and love.”
-New York Times bestselling
author Kate Moretti
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From the IPPY-Gold-winning author of Entanglement comes
a story of tumultuous family secrets and a love strong enough
to weather the storm.

How to Stay
Book 4 in the Hollywood Lights Series
A princess, a pauper, and a dog…
From the outside, it might seem like Miranda George has the perfect
life—a wealthy family, a great educa�on, a good paralegal job a�er
college in her parents’ law firm. But all is not what it seems. When
she’s assigned to Ma�hias Pino, the newest hire of The George Law
Firm, she believes that he’ll be just like any other baby lawyer her
parents have hired over the years: narcissis�c, self-sa�sfied, and vain.
When Ma�hias Pino meets Miranda George, the princess of WinstonSalem, he doesn’t try to wine and dine her. Instead, he shows her
where he grew up, in the trailer parks outside of Winston-Salem. He
takes her to his brother’s dog rescue farm instead of to a fancy brunch.
If she’s going to choose him, he wants her to choose the real him.
But when a family nightmare threatens to drag them apart, Ma�hias
learns that Miranda isn’t nearly as tough as she seems, and Miranda
learns that the hardest thing to do is to—quite simply—stay.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

“You’ll be left wanting more of the
Hollywood Lights series as soon as the
last page is turned!”
-Amy Impellizzeri, award-winning
author of The Truth About Thea
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“Utterly captivating … an intriguing
novella of newfound friendship and
youth. Pryal writes with a rare
understanding about the complexity of
new adulthood and what it means to be
a true friend.”
-Tina Ann Forkner, award-winning
author of Waking Up Joy

•
•
•
•
•

132 pages
5.25 x 8 inches, Softcover
September 2017
978-1-947834-00-2
$8.99

Publisher: Blue Crow Books
Rights sold: All translation rights
available, Film & TV rights available; audio
rights available
Rights contact: Lauren Faulkenberry
(contact@bluecrowpublishing.com)

fiction

A dazzling story of family tragedy, a young woman’s
sacrifice, and how love can save us from our darkest places.

Fallout Girl
Book 5 in the Hollywood Lights Series
Fractured family, deadly secrets, and a woman on the run in L.A. …
The day she buries her mother, Miranda George jumps on a plane
from North Carolina, telling no one where she’s heading. She wants to
disappear and start over. She arrives on the Los Angeles doorstep of
college friend Daphne Saito, and even though Miranda hasn’t seen
Daphne in years, Daphne welcomes Miranda into her home and her
makeshi� L.A. family.
The problem is, Miranda is on the run from family. All family. Family, in
Miranda’s experience, can get you killed.
Miranda takes off again, but this �me her plan is much more sinister.
She certainly doesn’t expect her friends to track her down. They bring
her back from the edge, but will Miranda be able to save herself and
her newfound friendships? Or will she remain strangled by the past?
This series of standalone, roman�c women’s fic�on is full of suspense,
family drama, deep friendship �es, and happily ever a�ers. The series
is now complete.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

“A love story wrapped inside a heartrending struggle for personal freedom.”

Katie Rose Guest Pryal, J.D.,
Ph.D., is an award-winning
author, keynote speaker, and
professor of law and creative
writing. Whether writing
nonfiction or novels, her books
shine light on difficult subjects
with grace and humor.

–Washington Post bestselling author
Sonja Yoerg

“A dangerous, sexy, motorcycle ride of a
story, which pulls off the feat of being
both humorous and heartbreaking at
the same time.”
-Sandra Block, author of What
Happened That Night

“A compelling story of friendship,
family, and love with a honest look at
mental illness that doesn’t shy away
from the painful realities so often hidden
beneath the surface.”
-Susan Bishop Crispell, author of
Dreaming in Chocolate
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