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SEXISM ED: ESSAYS ON GENDER AND LABOR IN ACADEMIA 

By Kelly J. Baker, Ph.D. 

Why aren’t more women at the top of the ivory tower? 

The academy claims to be a meritocracy, in which the brightest graduate 
students gain employment as professors. Kelly J. Baker assumed that 
merit mattered more than gender—after all, women appeared to be 
succeeding in higher ed, graduating at higher rates than men. And yet, 
the higher up she looked, the fewer women there were. Pulling very few 
punches, Sexism Ed takes on gender inequity, precarious labor, 
misogyny, and structural oppression in higher ed. Sexism and patriarchy 
define our work and our lives, within and outside of academia. These 
problems, however, are not limited to the ivory tower. Baker also shows 
the consequences of sexism and patriarchy in her own life: hating the 
sound of her voice, fake allies, the cultural boundaries of motherhood, 
and the perils of being visible. It’s exhausting to be a woman, but Baker 
never gives up hope that we can change higher ed—and the world—if 
only we continue to try. 

Part of the Snowraven Books Critical Higher Education Series. 

“A stirring suite of essays.” -Miya Tokumitsu, author of Do What You 
Love: And Other Lies About Success & Happiness 

“An absolute must-read.” -Marc Bousquet, author of How The University 
Works: Higher Education and the Low-Wage Nation 

“A meticulously sourced and thorough look into the myriad ways that 
misogyny is built into the very bones of the academy.” -Jessica W. Luther, 
author of Unsportsmanlike Conduct: College Football and the Politics of 
Rape 

About the Author 

Award-winning author and religious studies Ph.D. Kelly J. Baker covers 
religion, racism, higher education, gender, labor, motherhood, and 
popular culture for outlets such as the New York Times, The Atlantic, The 
Rumpus, Chronicle Vitae, and more. She is the editor-in-chief of Women 
in Higher Education, and the author of many books, including Gospel 
According to the Klan: The KKK’s Appeal to Protestant America, 
1915-1930 (University Press of Kansas, 2011) and Grace Period: A 
Memoir in Pieces (Snowraven books 2017).
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